
The main idea is what the story or 
passage is mostly about. It’s like the 
big message or the central point the 
author wants you to understand. 
Think of it like the top of a pizza—the 
big thing that holds all the ingredients 
together!

Key details are the important parts of 
the story that support the main idea. 
They are the “ingredients” that help 
explain or prove the main idea. These 
could be: What the characters do? What 
problems happen? How things are 
solved?

Lila and the Lost Library Card
Lila loved to read more than anything else. Every Saturday, she visited the local 
library to check out a new stack of books. One sunny afternoon, she reached into her 
backpack only to discover her library card was missing!
Panicked, she retraced her steps. She checked the park bench where she had eaten 
her sandwich, the bus seat she rode on, and even the corner bookstore she had 
visited. No luck.
Lila didn’t give up. She made “Missing Library Card” posters and placed them around 
her neighborhood. She asked her neighbors if they had seen it.
The next morning, Mr. Gonzalez from the corner store called her. “I found a card 
under the magazine rack!” he said. Lila rushed over—and it was hers!
Relieved and grateful, Lila thanked him and offered to help organize books in his 
shop on weekends. She realized how important her card—and her community—was 
to her.

Read the above story and write the main idea.

List four key details of the story. 
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